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 The stone structure beside the Cum-
berland Valley Railroad is believed to have 
been built as early as 1840 by Thomas B. 
Bryson.  It is listed on an 1867 surveyor’s 
map as a grain warehouse and is listed in 
the 1872 Cumberland County Atlas as a 
grain store.
 On June 28, 1863, confederate soldiers 
entered Mechanicsburg and occupied 
the town for three days.  During that time, 
Brigadier General J.B. Jenkins used the 
stone grain store as a hospital for his sick 
and ailing soldiers.  When they left Me-
chanicsburg for Gettysburg on June 30th, 
they took from the granary ample grain for 
their horses.
 Later, Mr. Bryson sold the stone struc-
ture to Abner B. Harnish who operated a 
business here until he sold the building to 
Jacob H. Koller.  Years later, Mr. Koller sold 
the property to the Pennsylvania Railroad.  
Headquarters for an egg business for a 
time, in most recent years it was owned by 
the Walton’s who operated their Home and 
Hearth craft store.  The Walton’s sold the 
building to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Wax, Jr., 
from whom the Joseph T. Simpson Public 
Library purchased it in April of 1994.
 On December 26, 1996, the Joseph T. 
Simpson Public Library began a new era of 
providing quality library service to the Me-
chanicsburg community when the newly 
renovated building was opened to the pub-
lic at 16 N. Walnut St. and the doors closed 
on the former library at 51 W. Simpson St.
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Simpson Library in Mechanicsburg, Pa
Digitizes Civil War Records

Recently, the Joseph T. Simpson Pub-
lic Library digitized three record books 
belonging to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, Col. H. I. Zinn Post, No. 415, an 
association for Civil War veterans. The 
project was made possible by a $2,500 
grant from the Mechanicsburg Area 
Foundation, a regional foundation of The 
Foundation for Enhancing Communities, 
and now enables researchers, teachers 
and students worldwide to access these 
resources online via the Internet Archive 
website.
 One record book contains “Personal 
War Sketches,” with pages of handwrit-
ten narratives of the veterans’ time in 
military service, while the other two 
volumes contain meeting minutes dat-
ing from 1887 – when the group began 
meeting – to 1900.
 In addition to the newly digitized 
records, the Simpson Public Library 
also has another connection to the Civil 
War through its building’s history. In 
June of 1863, when Brig. Gen. Albert 
Jenkins and his cavalry troops occupied 
Mechanicsburg for two days, the library 
building – then a grain warehouse – was 

used as a hospital and served as a source 
of grain for the cavalry mounts.
 The records can be found online at 
the following links, or by visiting http://ar-
chive.org and searching under “GAR Post 
415” or “Personal War Sketches.”

Volume 1 – http://archive.org/details/adju-
tantreportsofgarpost415V1

Volume 2 – http://archive.org/details/adju-
tantreportsofgarpost415V2

Personal War Sketches – http://archive.org/
details/personalwarsketches

Twenty-first century technology is mak-
ing it possible for the world to view nine-
teenth century first-hand information. 


