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While the effects of the pandemic have persisted into 2022, the 
Joseph T. Simpson Public Library remains a pillar institution in 
Mechanicsburg, providing library services to our community of 
readers. In-person programs returned in 2021, and patrons are back 
in the library using the computers, reading the newspapers, enjoying 
activities in the children’s library, and borrowing books and media. 

We are thrilled to see our library visitor count 
back to pre-pandemic levels and the staff is 

happy to see our regular patrons back in 
the library again.

We were able to maintain our regular 
operating hours through all of 2021, open 

62 hours a week during the school year 
and 55 hours a week during the summer. The 

financial support from our funders, donors, and 
sponsors made this possible and for that we are very grateful. 

A signature activity for Simpson Library in 2021 was the “Beautify 
the Barriers” project. This community art project utilized the skills 
and talents of local artists to paint a series of concrete barriers in 
our parking lot that were related to the 2021 Summer Learning 
Program theme “Tails and Tales”. Their artwork is exquisite and 
is a visible reminder of the importance of art in our community. 
This project will continue in 2022 with the theme “Oceans of 
Possibilities”.

Joseph T. Simpson Public Library is a community center for learning 
and leisure. This is our mission and the driving force behind all 
that we do for the Mechanicsburg community. Thank you for your 
support of Simpson Library.

From the Executive Director



Celebrating 25 years with
Executive Director, Sue Erdman!

Some of Erdman’s accomplishments include:

• Coordinating the move from Simpson Street to our current 
location on North Walnut Street

• Implementing a computerized catalog and book circulation 
system in 1996 and intentionally transitioning the library to 
more computer- and internet-based services ever since

• Adding free, public internet computers in 1998

• Renovating the Upper Level of the library in 2003 to 
complete the building remodeling project

• Upgrading our collection by adding new formats such as 
DVDs, audiobooks on CD, eBooks, and eAudiobooks

• Integrating the library more deeply in our community by 
participating in community events, clubs, and festivals

• Receiving thousands of dollars in competitive grants 
in order to make additions and improvements to the 
collections and building

• Spearheading the process of achieving Standards for 
Excellence accreditation from the Pennsylvania Association 
of Nonprofit Organizations in 2015–the first public library 
in Pennsylvania to receive this designation!

• Pivoting to provide online services when the library was 
forced to close in March 2020

• Successfully re-opening in June 2020 and providing library 
services safely and creatively 

• Fostering a warm atmosphere among staff members so 
that many refer to their job as being part of the “Simpson 
Library Family”



I love seeing smiles from patrons when 
we call them by name and ask about the 
items they check out.
-Barb Davis

It’s wonderful to see one generation bring 
the magic of libraries to their children 

and those children then becoming 
parents and bringing their children to 

the library. 
-Sue Erdman

212,060 
visits to Simpson Library

If I didn’t work at Simpson, I don’t think I 
would have had as many opportunities 
in my everyday life to get to know such 
a diverse group of people who are as 
passionate about the library as I am.

-Patti Sears



511,511
items borrowed

My favorite part of my job is getting to 
know the collection and knowing how 
to fill patron requests.
-Luann McMillin

I love seeing people at the front desk. 
Everyone who comes in is coming in for 
a different reason. Their comments and 

expressions are fun to see.
-Dawna Trump

I love working at the circulation desk 
because I get to see everything coming 

in and going out. I also have a chance to 
share special reads with patrons and get 

their recommendations.
-Judi Reihart



2,031 
fun and educational programs

I love the LEGO Club that Simpson offers! I love giving 
the students a challenge and watching 

them come up with something creative. 
It’s also great watching them work 
together and helping each other to 

solve their problems.
-Cassidy Zemrose

My favorite program is Parents and Toddlers 
Together. I love that toddlers play with a 

wide range of developmental toys while 
parents have the opportunity to talk 
to resource professionals and other 

parents about their child.
-Danette Swartley

My favorite program is the Dungeons & 
Dragons program. The teens who attend 
appear incredibly engaged and excited, 

and I am glad that the library can 
provide a space for such activities.

-Spencer Davis



25,693 
program attendance

I love the children’s programs in the 
summer that result in raucous laughter 

drifting up to the main level from 
downstairs.  

-Laura Mumma

Simpson Library is a vibrant community resource for 
all.  On any given day a family of multiple 

generations, backgrounds and beliefs 
can visit Simpson in-person or online 
and can be enriched by our many 

programs, services and collection items.  
-Christa Bassett

It’s a lot of fun seeing dogs in the library 
and the way the kids react to them 

during the Tales for TAILS reading to 
dogs program.

-Arn Howald



15,888 
questions asked

I got to help a patron who was new to the USA as he 
filled out online forms, looked for jobs, and printed 

and scanned documents.  The best day 
was when he asked for help making 
color photocopies. I couldn’t help but 
notice that it was his Naturalization 
Certificate! When I commented, he 

simply lit up. He had taken the oath of 
allegiance the day before and was overjoyed.

-Sarah Becking

It’s such a great moment when someone 
I’ve helped with an employment 

application comes back to tell us that 
they got the job! 

-Ilse Kryemadhi

One of my favorite memories is of two 
children having a serious conversation 

about where to find a certain book. I 
was coming toward them when I heard 
the boy say ‘I know, let’s ask Library 

Girl!’ I suddenly felt like a super hero!
-Mary Wagner



Memories

We had a Library Tax referendum on the 1986 ballot. 
The “yes” vote  provided 

Cumberland County 
Libraries with a stable source 

of income, but it was placed 
on the 1987 ballot for a 

recall.  Library supporters 
successfully campaigned 

to stop the recall.  This tax 
money has given us a steady 
source of income ever since.

-Pat Sari

Our MissiOn: 
Joseph T. Simpson Public Library is a community 

center for learning and leisure.

Our VisiOn: 
Simpson Public Library is a dynamic community 

asset that inspires lifelong learning, advances literacy, 
and connects people with resources for knowledge, 

discovery, and enrichment.

Accredited by 
Pennsylvania Association of  
Nonprofit Organizations
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