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Background 

The Cumberland County Library System’s primary focus is meeting the cultural, 
educational, and informational needs of library users and community residents.   
To that end, the Library System affirms that public access to the Internet is part 
of the Library’s mission.  

Computer Catalog & Internet Services 

The following computer services are available at Cumberland County Library 
System libraries: 

1. Computer Catalogs — Library catalog and restricted Internet access to 
web sites listed in the catalog and selected library Internet reference 
databases. 

2. Internet Computers — Library catalog and filtered Internet access.  As 
necessary for bona fide research or other lawful purposes, people age 17 
and older may have filtering disabled by a library staff member.  
Computers located in children’s library areas cannot be unfiltered. 

3. Wireless Internet Service — Filtered Internet access on a public 
network. 

Who Can Use Computer and Internet Services? 

Internet computers are available on a first-come, first-served basis for any library 
card holder in good standing. (Guest cards may be available for adults or 
children who are accompanied by a guardian.)  To make Internet computers 
available to as many people as possible, library customers are generally limited 
to one-hour use per day. During busy periods, use is limited to one-half hour.  

Wireless Internet service is available during the library’s operating hours for 
people with compatible wireless devices.  The wireless service is not password-
protected or encrypted.  Device owners are responsible for configuring 
equipment for wireless service.   General information on configuring devices for 
wireless service is available from library staff.  Staff are not permitted to configure 
wireless devices for service.    

Printing & Downloading:  

Printing costs $.25 per page. Some types of data may be downloaded and 
uploaded from designated computers.  (Wireless network printer availability 
varies by library.)   
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User Responsibilities:  

The Library System expressly prohibits any use of library computers or its 
wireless services for illegal activities, or to access material that is obscene, 
contains or makes reference to explicit sexual materials defined by Pennsylvania 
law (18 PA. C.S. 5903), contains child pornography, or is harmful to minors.  
Customers should not access sites that are inappropriate for viewing within a 
public setting.  Customers are responsible for complying with copyright laws and 
licensing agreements, for paying any fee-based service charges, and for 
securing wireless devices from physical or digital theft. 

Internet Filtering:  

To comply with Federal laws requiring that Internet access be filtered for children 
age 16 and younger, the Library System filters all of its Internet services.  Federal 
law also requires filtering when a child is accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

Web sites are filtered to prevent minors from viewing material that 1) is obscene, 
2) contains child pornography or 3) is harmful to minors.    The term "harmful to 
minors" is defined by the Communications Act of 1934 (47 USC Section 254 [h] 
[7]), as meaning any picture, image, graphic image file, or other visual depiction 
that:  

1. Taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient 
interest in nudity, sex, or excretion;  

2. Depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect 
to what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual 
contact, actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd 
exhibition of the genitals;  

3. Taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific 
value as to minors. 

As necessary for bona fide research or other lawful purposes, people age 17 and 
older may have filtering disabled on library computers by a library staff member.  
Computers located in children’s library areas or those using the wireless Internet 
service cannot be unfiltered. 

Children’s Use (Age 16 and Younger):  

The Library System complies with Federal laws requiring Internet access to be 
filtered for all minors age 16 and younger.  Federal law also requires Internet 
filtering even if a child is accompanied by a parent or guardian.   

Filters are not foolproof.  They can give people a false sense of security that they 
are protected from harmful material.  In addition, filters can block access to sites 
that could be inoffensive or useful. 

As a result, the Library System recommends that parents and guardians discuss 
with their children the dangers of the Internet, such as giving personal 
information to others, buying services or products without their parents’ 
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permission, or seeing and reading upsetting things.  Parents should establish 
rules for Internet use and accompany their children to the library each time they 
visit.   If a site is inappropriately blocked, please ask a librarian for help. 

To assist families with providing Internet supervision, parents have the option of 
blocking their child’s library card from using Internet computers.  (Note: Children 
with blocked Internet access may still use the library’s Computer Catalogs.  
These computers have restricted access to web sites listed in the library’s 
catalog and reference databases purchased by the library system.) 

Disclaimers: 

The Library System will have no liability for direct, indirect or consequential 
damages related to the use of information or services accessed through the 
library’s computer equipment or wireless Internet service or for any loss, 
damage, or liability that may occur as a result of library computer equipment, 
diskette or wireless Internet service use. 

The Library System, having installed and enforced the operation of filtering 
software in compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act, will have no 
liability for damages related to the operation of, or failure of, the filtering 
technology, or for its possible circumvention by users.   Only parents and 
guardians can guide their children’s use of the library and its resources. 

Penalties for Misuse: 

Any misuse of computer equipment, attempts to harm data or networks, 
inappropriate sharing of account information or passwords, or other irresponsible 
usage will result in the immediate suspension of user privileges and, where 
applicable, criminal prosecution.  The user or parent/guardian of children age 16 
and younger will be responsible for any misuse and/or monetary damages 
resulting from such acts.   

Further, the ability to post (including storage) or link to copyrighted material is 
governed by United States copyright law.  CCLS reserves the right to delete or 
disable access to any post or link if, in its judgment, the post or link would involve 
violation of copyright law.  In accordance with 17 U.S.C. § 512 (i) (1) (A), CCLS 
adopts and shall make all reasonable effort to enforce a policy whereby CCLS or 
staff reserves the right to terminate in appropriate circumstances the access to 
the system or network who disrespect the intellectual property rights of others 
and are repeat infringers. 

 

Policy Notice 

This policy is subject to change at any time without notice.   Updates to the policy 
may be obtained from the Library System. 
 


