
For more information, please visit the PA Forward website, www.paforward.org, or contact  

Kathy Silks, PA Forward Project Manager, at kathy@palibraries.org or (717) 766-7663. 

 
 

 

In an era when the public is demanding greater efficiency and program consolidation at all levels of 

 public, academic, and school libraries  serve as models of cost-

effective service. Libraries stretch the public sources through sharing books, computers, online resources, 

DVDs, facilities, and expertise.  By their very definition, libraries serve the public broadly and efficiently.  

 

Yet, much potential remains for libraries to do even greater things to prepare Pennsylvanians to compete 

successfully in the Information Age labor force and to live healthy, productive lives.  Our libraries  properly 

leveraged  can help solve some economic and social problems. 

 

PA Forward | Pennsylvania Libraries, a new initiative of the Pennsylvania Library Association, aims to make 

sure that libraries have what they need to help people reach their greatest potential and meet the demands of 

21
st

 century life.  This initiative establishes new public-private partnerships and builds on the belief that 

libraries are uniquely positioned to help Pennsylvanians improve their command of five types of literacy 

essential to greater success in all vital roles of life, from citizens, students, and parents, to employers, 

employees, and consumers.  The five essential literacies are:  

 

BASIC LITERACY  Libraries can push Pennsylvania to 

achieve one of the highest literacy rates in the 

country, a better trained and more skilled workforce, 

and a growing tax base, economy, and population. 

 

INFORMATION LITERACY  Libraries can help all 

Pennsylvanians learn how to use online resources 

and current technology to improve their education, 

to enhance their job skills, and to participate fully in a 

digital society. 

 

CIVIC AND SOCIAL LITERACY  Libraries can give 

citizens of all ages the knowledge and skills they need 

to improve their lives, contribute effectively in their 

communities, and participate in civil discourse. 

 

HEALTH LITERACY  Libraries can play an important role in helping citizens actively manage their own and 

-being, making them effective partners with their health care providers and reducing costs. 

 

FINANCIAL LITERACY  Libraries can help citizens become informed consumers and guide individuals, small 

businesses, and other organizations in ways to better manage their finances and contribute to the economic 

vitality of their communities. 
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High Tech

PRE-K

Tumblebooks: an animated

online library of more than

100 talking picture books

noted actors reading popular

picture books

Read the Books: a dynamic

website of animated 

links to library holdings 

K-12 AND BEYOND

Elementary, middle, and 

high school real-time, online, 

one-on-one tutoring with 

expert tutors

POWER Library databases

Online science and 

math resources

Learning Express Library�s

Online Campus

We envision a Pennsylvania with one of the highest 

literacy rates in the country, a trained and skilled 

workforce, and a growing economy, tax base, and population. 

Rationale

Only 48% of parents read to their
preschoolers daily.

Eighty-"ve percent of all juveniles interfacing 
with the court system are functionally illiterate.

#e majority of children with functionally 
illiterate parents become illiterate themselves.

A child’s library use raises his or her 
fourth grade assessment scores.

#irteen percent of Pennsylvanians lack 
basic literacy skills such as the ability to read 
a newspaper or brochure. #is percentage of 
Pennsylvanians who struggle with basic 
literacy remains unchanged from 1992.

Children have watched 5,000 hours of TV 
before they get to kindergarten. By the end 
of sixth grade, children will have watched 
100,000 acts of televised violence.

If 50 "rst-graders have trouble reading,     
44 of them will have reading problems in 
the fourth grade.

By age three, children from privileged families 
have heard 30 million more words than 
children from underprivileged families. 
#e three-year-old measure predicts third 
grade school achievement.

More than 75% of jobs in Pennsylvania – 
three jobs out of four – demand education 
beyond high school. And yet, nearly 120,000 
Pennsylvania youth ages 16-24 have dropped 
out of high school.

Postsecondary institutions provided
remedial coursework for nearly a third of 
entering freshmen in 2007-2008; public 
two-year colleges provided such coursework 
for 42% of their entering students.

Fi$y percent of the nation’s unemployed 
youth ages 16-21 are functional illiterates 
with virtually no prospects of obtaining 
good jobs.

High Touch

Baby library cards and

promotional messages 

to parents distributed 

at birthplaces

Collections of 

age-appropriate, 

engaging materials with 

outreach collections in 

offsite locations

 

Young

Baby and toddler storytimes

Kindergarten Readiness

programs

Family Place/Preschool

Connection programs

workshops

Family literacy programs

Curriculum-based early 

learning computer labs

Summer Reading programs

Career collections 

and workshops

Book clubs and 

discussion groups

�Boys Read� programs

Literacy tutor recruitment

Literacy and GED classes

New reader collections

Spanish language/other

language collections










