
Theme: Poetry Rocks       Week ___ Day ____ 

Lesson Title: Shel Silverstein Poems 

Date: 

Grade Level: K-6 

Time: 75 minutes 

Learning Objectives: 

 Learn the difference between metaphor and simile 

 Write their own poems 

 Illustrate  the poem Eight Balloons 

 Perform a play from the poem Eight Balloons 

 Recognize rhyming and repetitive words in poetry 

Materials: 

 Book: A Light in the Attic  

 Book: Where the Sidewalk Ends 

 35 of each Worksheet: Fill in the Blank “Superstitious” , Wacky Word Play , 

Eggciting Eggsperiment, Recipe Ruckus, Ice Cream is as…,  

 35 of each of the 3 pages front and back of Eight Balloons’ Booklet  

 1 copy of Visual Poetry 

 8 small Frisbees or discs 

Procedure: 

1. Read the following poems from A Light in the Attic: Rock and Roll Band (p. 24-

25), Messy Room (p.35), Backward Bill (p.40), Superstitious (p. 48) Adventures 

of a Frisbee(p. 70), Shapes (p.77), The Fly Is In (p.100), and/or Clarence (p.154) 

2. Discuss rhyming words, repetition… Have some of the poems written on the 

board and have students circle rhyming words and underline repeated words… 

3. Read the poem Eight Balloons (p.58) from A Light in the Attic. Split group in 

half, have half go to their seats to illustrate the Eight Balloons booklet and the 

other half gets into groups of 9 to act out the Eight Balloons poem as a play. 

Switch after 15 minutes. 

4. Come back to the carpet. Read the following poems from Where the Sidewalk 

Ends: Ourchestra (p.23), The Crocodile Toothache (p.66), , Band-Aids (p.140), 

and/or 

5.  Read Lazy Jane (p.87), Running Giraffe (p.107), and Oops! (p.170) from Where 

the Sidewalk Ends  discuss Visual Poetry 



 

6. Break into 2 groups, if possible, and rotate through the 2 activities 15 minutes 

each:  

Group A: Read Eighteen Flavors (p. 116) from  Where the Sidewalk Ends , talk 

about metaphors and similes, complete the “Ice Cream is as…” Worksheet, color 

if time. 

Group B: Read Recipe for a Hippopotamus Sandwich (p.115) from  Where the 

Sidewalk Ends . Complete the Recipe Ruckus Woksheet,  

 

Extra work: Fill in the Blank “Superstitious” Worksheet, Wacky Word Play and/ or 

Eggciting Eggsperiment 

 

Review Questions: 

1. Can you name some rhyming words? 

2. Name something that happened to one of the balloons in Eight Balloons? 

3. What is a simile? What is a metaphor? 

4. Name something that was in the recipe for the sandwich? 

5. Describe what visual poetry is? 

6. What was the name of the person in the play Eight Balloons that was not a 

balloon? 

 

Craft:  

Activity: Perform 8 Balloons play and illustrate of booklet  

Game: Frisbees Fly In- play a game with small Frisbees,. Have 2 teams and students 

stand behind a line and throw small Frisbees into small trashcans or paper targets on 

ground. Each student throws once and gets in the back of the line and sits down. Once 

each person has gone count the number of times each team landed a Frisbee in the 

can. Have an adult behind each trash can to keep count and return Frisbee to the next 

person. 4 Frisbees each team. 

Song: Reading Rocks Theme Song- students can sing or you can do a freeze dance 

to the song. Stop and start the music, students dance or make movements, when music 

is playing, when music stops the students freeze in place until the music begins again. If 

someone moves when they are supposed to be frozen, have them sit on carpet. Keep 

playing until you have a winner(s). 

 


