
Theme: Poetry Rocks       Week ___ Day ____ 

Lesson Title: Dr. Seuss Poetry 

Date: 

Grade Level: K-6 

Time: 75 minutes 

Learning Objectives: 

 Learn what a simile is using … “as…as” and “like” 

 Recognize rhyming pairs 

 Create a poem as class 

 Separate word cards into word families 

  

Materials: 

 15-20 Dr. Seuss Books, can have several of each title 

 Worksheets: Rhyme Time, 3 Rhyming Word lists print 12 of each, Socks in a Box 

Worksheet ( 2 pages), Mosaic Cat in the Hat –print 35 of each 

 Red, white and light blue paint 

 Small paper plates to place paint on 

 Index cards with rhyming words for teacher chosen book 

 Sentence strips or index cards with similes using “as…as” and “like” from the 

attached list. Cut the simile in ½ Ex. As black as/ coal 

 Word family hats(3 pages)-print 2 sets 

 2 Dry erase pockets, markers 

 2 –gallon sized Ziploc bags 

 

 Background: Dr. Seuss’ real name was Theodor Seuss Geisel. 
 He was born on March 2, 1904 in Springfield Massachusetts. 
 Dr. Seuss wasn’t really a doctor. 
 Dr. Seuss used Dr. as part of his name because his father always wanted him to be 

a doctor. 
 Dr. Seuss was an author, poet, screenwriter, illustrator, film producer, television 

producer, songwriter, animator and visual artist. 
 At the age of 18 Dr. Seuss went to Dartmouth College in New Hampshire. 
 While he was at Dartmouth he was the editor in chief for their magazine Jack-o-

Lantern.  He later lost his position as editor for drinking alcohol in his dorm. 
 After graduating Dartmouth Dr. Seuss moved to England and attended Oxford 

University.  He left Oxford and moved back to the United States. 



 Before writing children’s books Dr. Seuss wrote advertisements for General 
Electric, Standard Oil, NBC and other companies. 

 Dr. Seuss first book was And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street was 
published in 1937. The book was turn down 27 times by publishing companies. 

 During World War II Dr. Seuss wrote war propaganda cartoons.  He also made 
animated films for soldiers. 

 Dr. Seuss is credited for the first person using the word Nerd.  He used the word in 
his book If I Ran the Zoo in 1950. 

 Did you know that Dr. Seuss didn’t interact well with children!  His wife Audrey once 
said he was afraid of children. 

  Dr. Seuss did not have any children of his own. 
 Dr. Seuss once said that the character the Grinch is based on himself! 
 The book Green Eggs and Ham only contains 50 different words.  He wrote the 

book based on a bet.  A publisher bet him that he couldn’t write a book using few 
words.  Dr. Seuss won the bet! 

 Dr. Seuss has written and illustrated 44 children’s books. 
 His children’s books have been translated in over 15 languages. 
 Dr. Seuss was given an honorary doctorate degree from Dartmouth College. 
 He has won 2 Academy Awards, 2 Emmy Awards, A Peabody Award and a Pulitzer 

Prize. 
 Dr. Seuss died on September 24, 1991. 

 

Procedure: 

1. Read any Dr. Seuss book to the class. 

2. Explain that Dr. Seuss generally wrote his books in the limerick style of poetry. 

3. Give students words from the book on index cards and have them raise their 

card up each time they hear their word while you are reading. 

4. Point out any similes in the book that you chose. 

5. With help from the students, create a poem together  and write it on the board  

6. Simile Mix Up- pass out the sentence strips with similes that have been cut in 

half to the students. Play once with “like” set of similes and once with “as…as” 

similes. Store each set in gallon Ziploc bag. Students will go around to their 

fellow students and find the beginning/ending to their simile or you can give the 

students the back half of simile and tape the beginning on the board and have 

the student with the appropriate ending tape it beside. 

7. Break into 3 groups, if possible, and rotate through the 3 activities 10-15 minutes 

each:  

Group A: Socks in a Box Worksheet. Students will cut out the socks and glue on 

the appropriate box. 

 

Group B: Rhyming Word Lists worksheets. Students will choose 1 of the 3 word 

lists and complete according to directions. 



Group C: Mosiac Cat in the Hat- paint it using red, white and light blue paint. 

Place a few drops of each paint color on the small paper plate. Students lightly 

dip their finger in paint and push fingerprint onto hat page to create the hat. All 

squares should be blue, all circles should be red and all triangles white. 

 

8. Group Game: Cat in the Hat Rhyme Relay. Using 2 sets of the word family Cat in 

the Hat pages, one set for each team, Place 2 of the same page inside a dry 

erase pocket and tape on the board. One on each side of board. You will have 

students in 2 teams. The first person on each team will come up and write one 

new word under the word family hat, go to end of line, repeat until the 2 hats are 

full.   Student will compete in a relay by writing the new word under the word 

family hat. Students go to the end of their line and sit down. Once the first team 

has completed the task. Have everyone sit down and check each hat to make 

sure that the words are correct. 1 point for each correctly placed word. Play the 

game several times, if time allows. 

 

 

Review Questions: 

1. Was Dr. Seuss an actual doctor? 

2. What style of poetry did Dr. Seuss use in his poems? 

3. What is a simile? 

 

 

Craft: Mosaic Cat in the Hat- paint it using red, white and light blue paint. Students 

lightly dip their finger in paint and push fingerprint onto hat page to create the hat. All 

squares should be blue, all circles should be red and all triangles white. 

Activity: Rhyming Word Lists, Socks in the Box  

Game: Cat in the Hat Rhyme Relay 

Song: Reading Rocks Theme Song- students can sing or you can do a freeze dance 

to the song. Stop and start the music, students dance or make movements, when music 

is playing, when music stops the students freeze in place until the music begins again. If 

someone moves when they are supposed to be frozen, have them sit on carpet. Keep 

playing until you have a winner(s). 

 


