
Art Rocks! Lesson Plans 

(Gail D’Urso) 
 

DAY 1:  

Activating Strategy:  Invite children to write their first name and 

favorite color on crayon shaped bookmark.  Have children introduce 

themselves and tell why that color is their favorite. 
 

Grouping:  Create 2 groups - Kindergarten through 3rd grade children 

together and 3rd through 6th grade children someplace else.  
 

Reading Aloud:  (Kindergarten through 3rd grade)  

Harold and the Purple Crayon  by Crockett Johnson  

Prompt children to think about the fact that this story is 60 years old. 

Explain that, at the end of the story, you will be asking why they think 

this story is still popular. 

Discussion:  Why do you think this is still a popular story? 

 What are the main ideas in this story?   

On chart paper, write children’s thoughts about main ideas.   

Summarize the importance of imagination and creativity. 
 

The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt; illustrated by Oliver 

Jeffers (3rd through 6th grade) 

Prompt children to listen to the humor in this story.  There are many 

examples of the use of language to be funny.  Be ready with an example 

at the end of the story. 

Discussion:  What parts of the story did you think were funny?   

On chart paper, write children’s examples of funny aspects of story. 

Summarize how words can be used to make us laugh. 
 



Writing activity:  (In same small groups) On back of your bookmark, 

draw a picture or write your thoughts about your favorite part of the 

story.  Share with the group. 
 

NOTE:  Cover tables with newspaper or tablecloths before 

beginning Science and Art Activities! 

Science Activity:  Invite children to find a partner.  Give each pair a 

Sharpie, a paper plate, a popsicle stick, and a paintbrush.  Ask them to 

write their names on the edge of the plate with Sharpie.  Put a dab of 

blue and a dab of red paint on paper plate.  Have children mix colors 

together to create purple paint.  Add more red or more blue paint to 

get desired shade. 
 

Art Activity:  

Provide children with lots of purple supplies like pom poms, buttons, 

pony beads, stickers, gems and a half piece of card stock paper.  (Paper 

will be cut in advance and ribbon or yarn will be strung through for 

hanging) Instruct children to draw their first initial on the paper so it 

takes up most of the space (younger children may need help with this 

part).  Invite children to use their purple paint and any of the purple 

items to decorate their initial.  Allow to dry overnight.  Hang on 

doorknob to decorate at home. 

Note:  Combine all leftover purple paint on one plate and cover with 

plastic bag for possible use later in the week. 
 

Time for Lunch:  Wash hands.  Encourage children to taste new foods 

and complement food preparers on their work.  Teacher will send 

complements to Weston later. 

 

 



Day 2: 

Today, we will be learning about very early art and the way people 

created cave paintings.  We will read a book about cave paintings, paint 

on a rock, and make our own cave.   
 

If technology is available, watch “Cave of Lascaux” in large group:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPpM_7SB91c  

If not, read The Secret Cave:  Discovering Lascaux by Emily Arnold 

McCully. 

 

Read Aloud/Physical Game:  Divide children by younger and older 

children.  Invite younger children to sit quietly and listen to the story 

about the Cave of Lascaux.  Take appliance box outside with markers 

and invite older children to decorate box with symbols that they think 

cave painters might have put on the walls of their caves.  Children can 

decorate inside and outside of “cave.”  When younger children finish 

story, flip groups.  Younger children will draw symbols they saw in the 

book on the “cave.”  Older children will listen to book.  Children can play 

or sit quietly and read in the “cave” for the rest of the summer. 

 

NOTE:  Cover tables with newspaper or tablecloths before 

beginning Science and Art Activities! 

 

Art:  Put large shirts or smocks over children’s clothing.  Give each 

child a large, flat rock and a piece of paper and a pencil.  Ask children 

to think about what they would like to paint on their rock: the flag, an 

animal, flowers, a ladybug, a fancy design, a logo, or anything they 

would like.  Draw idea on paper.  Distribute paint brushes and paint, 

including the purple paint from yesterday.  Remind children to keep 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPpM_7SB91c


paint brushes with paint colors and to share brushes and paint with 

others.  Teacher will spray rocks with clear spray after paint and 

markers have dried.  Children can use these as paperweights or 

decorations.  They may want to give to mom for Mother’s Day or dad 

for Father’s Day, if they can keep a secret and hide their painted rock 

until then. 

 

Time for Lunch:  Wash hands.  Encourage children to taste new foods 

and complement food preparers on their work.  Teacher will send 

complements to Weston later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 3: 

Welcome children back and introduce anyone who was not present on 

Monday or Tuesday. 

Divide children by age with Kindergarten through 3rd grade in one area 

and 3rd through 6th grade in another area. 

 

Activating strategy:  Flip through book America’s Top 10 National 

Monuments by Tanya Lee Stone and ask students to stand up if they 

have visited any of these monuments.  Are there any other monuments 

that aren’t in the book that children have visited?   

Explain that today we will be learning about Mount Rushmore. 

Read Aloud:  

Younger Group:  Mount Rushmore by Marion Dane Bauer; illustrated by 

John Wallace 

Older Group:  Hanging Off Jefferson’s Nose:  Growing Up on Mount 

Rushmore by Tina Nichols Coury; illustrated by Sally Wern Comport 
 

Science:  (younger children do this first, older children second) 

For this activity, put children into groups of 3 or 4.  Give each 

group a plastic bowl, 3 rocks, a magnifying glass and an 

“Observations” paper.  Invite children to look at each rock 

with the magnifying glass and write down or draw what they 

see.  What color? Is it smooth? Rough? Flat?   

 

The teacher will demonstrate how the environment can effect 

rocks with the following experiment. 



Bubbling Rocks:  https://learning-

center.homesciencetools.com/article/rock-cycle-project/ 

 

Bubbling Rock   

Certain rocks with carbonate compounds erode 
or dissolve when they come in contact with acidic chemicals. Carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere sometimes can produce rain that is slightly acidic. Over time, this 
acid rain erodes rocks. You can see it happen quickly if you use vinegar, which is 
a much stronger acid than acid rain. 

Use a piece of limestone, which is made of calcium carbonate. Put the limestone 
in a bowl, pour a little vinegar on top of it and watch what happens. It will fizz and 
form bubbles, because the vinegar reacts with the carbonate ions. As it reacts, it 
dissolves the limestone. When you’re done watching it fizz, take the limestone 
out and look in the bottom of the bowl. You should see a layer of sediment made 
of small particles of calcium acetate, a chemical made when the acid and 
carbonates react. 

Try it again, but this time use chalk, which is also made of calcium carbonate. Set 
one piece of chalk in a cup of vinegar and one in water. The chalk will 
immediately start reacting with the vinegar, making quite a show! Pour off the 
liquid after about an hour and compare the chalk that was in the water to the 
chalk in the vinegar. Is there sediment in the bottom of the vinegar cup? Is there 
any sediment in the water cup? 

You can try this experiment again with different strengths of acid. Try lemon 
juice, diluted lemon juice, coke, or anything else you can think of! 

Sculpture: (Older children will do this first, younger children second) 

We will use air-dry clay to make beads and egg cartons to 

make Mancala Boards.   

https://learning-center.homesciencetools.com/article/rock-cycle-project/
https://learning-center.homesciencetools.com/article/rock-cycle-project/
https://www.homesciencetools.com/product/limestone-fossiliferous
https://www.homesciencetools.com/product/chalk-calcium-carbonate


http://www.sinasohn.com/crafts/mancala.htm 

 

Teacher will have made clay from 2 c. baking soda, 1 c. 

cornstarch, 1 ½ c. water, and food coloring.  Children will need 

to make 36 small beads in any colors or shapes they wish.  The 

beads will need to dry thoroughly before going home.  When 

dry, put beads in small zip lock bag. Teacher will have pre-cut 

egg cartons so children will only need to staple ends to part 

with sections.  Directions for how to play will be printed on a 

card and sent home with the game.  Place egg carton, small bag 

with beads, and directions in large zip lock bag. 
 

Physical Game:  Divide children into 4 lines with a plastic 

bottle at the head of each line.  Give first child in line 3 small 

stones.  Standing over the bottle, children will take turns 

trying to get all 3 stones through the neck and into the bottle.  

We will use different size bottles and try to predict which 

bottle will be easiest to get stones into.  
 

Time for Lunch:  Wash hands.  Encourage children to taste 

new foods and complement food preparers on their work.  

Teacher will send complements to Weston later. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sinasohn.com/crafts/mancala.htm

